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Research Methodology 

1.0 Introduction to Research Methodology 

Anderson in his Thesis and Assignment Writing says that there is an increasing 

tendency in formal education to place more emphasis on the submission of written work as 

part of normal course requirements and for purposes of student assessment. This tendency is 

particularly true at the tertiary level whether there has been growing dissatisfaction with the 

reliance upon the annual examination as a sole means of evaluating student performance. 

What Anderson has stated about the shifting priorities is applicable to universities 

globally. During the last fifty years, academicians of various Indian universities have shown a 

growing tendency to test the scholarship of their students by giving regular assignments 

rather than ‘an end of the year - do or die examination’. Such regular assignments very often 

bring out the originality of the student and enable him to acquire the operational skills needed 

for research. However, many students consider the task of completing the dissertation or 

assignment an arduous one. 

Need for Research 

During our studies in school, our teachers had asked us to write essays and 

assignments based on the course material. We completed such assignments by referring to the 

texts prescribed for study. Sometimes we wrote essays based on our personal experiences. 

For writing personal essays, we seldom referred to the course material. This may be so at the 

school level, but academic life at the university level is never so easy. Some subjects and 

assignments at the college level force us to go beyond the confines of the course material. At 

the same time we cannot complete them by relying on our personal experiences.  

Research Definition 

 “We undertake research when we wish to explore an idea, probe an issue, solve a 

problem, or make an argument that compels us to turn to outside help”, writes Joseph 

Gibaldi. 

 Research increases the depth of our knowledge about a particular topic. 

 Sometimes research may confirm our ideas but it may alter them at other times. In 

both ways, it is a profitable venture. In the process of research, we come into contact 

with new ideas that may change our perceptions. 

 Researches should never forget that the main aim of research is “not to summarise the 

works of others but to assimilate and to build on it and to arrive at their own 

conclusions. 

 Research is also an intellectual adventure. Gibaldi puts it thus: “Actually, research 

paper is an adventure, an intellectual adventure rather like solving a mystery; it is a 

form of exploration that leads to discoveries that are new - at least to you if not to 
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others”. However in our excitement to do research, we must never overlook the 

mechanics of writing. 

 Research, to be effective, must always be conducted within the parameters of 

accepted methods. If not, it becomes useless. All our findings must be the sustainable 

in the light of the available empirical data. 

 Pursuing and developing of ideas remind the major excitements of research and 

scholarship. 

 Research paper is also a form of written communication; hence it should present ideas 

and thoughts clearly and effectively. As a written form of communication, it must 

follow the principles of good communication - precision, conciseness, clarity and 

consistency of point of view.  

 

Literary Research 

Research done on or about works of literature - fiction drama poetry nonfiction prose 

and literary criticism is generally called literary research. Sometimes research on painting or 

on films or on music also may come under the purview of literary research. 

Analysis of the literary work is a very important part of research. The major aspects of 

the literary work have to be analysed. 

Analyse the following aspects: 

 Plot: The events and their sequence. 

 Theme: The central idea of the work. 

 Structure: The organisation of the book and the relation of one part to another. 

 Characterization: The nature and character of the people in the plot. 

 Setting: Time and background of the action. 

 Point of view: The position from which the material is presented. 

Many Scholars are not sure of the appropriate tense to be used while discussing literary 

works of literature. General advice is to use the present tense while discussing a literary work 

or any of its elements and to use a past tense for what the author had done or achieved in a 

particular work. 

Summing up 

There is an increasing tendency in formal education to place more emphasis on the 

submission of written work as part of normal course requirements and for purposes of student 

assessment. Such assignments bring out the original thinking of the scholar and enable him to 

acquire the operational skills needed for research. Research increases the depth of our 

knowledge about a particular subject. The main aim of research is not to summarise the 

works of others but to assimilate and to build on it and to arrive at your own conclusions. 

Research, to be effective, must always be conducted within the parameters of accepted 
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method. If not, it becomes useless. All our findings must be sustainable. Research done on or 

about works of literature is generally called literary research.  
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1.1 Selecting a Topic 

1.1.1 Freedom of Choice 

Different courses and different instructors offer widely varying degrees of freedom to 

students selecting topics for research papers. The instructor of a course in a specific discipline 

(e.g., art, history, literature, science) may supply a list of topics from which to choose or may, 

more generally, require that the paper relate to an important aspect of the course. If you are 

given the latter option, review course readings and class notes to find topics that particularly 

interest you. Discuss possibilities with other students and with your instructor. If your choice 

is limited to a set list of topics, you will probably still need to decide which aspect of a topic 

to explore or which approach to use.  

In a writing class, you may have more freedom to select a topic. The instructor may 

assign a general problem that can generate many kinds of responses-for example, you might 

be asked to choose a modern invention and show what benefits and problems it has brought 

about. If you have complete freedom to choose a topic, consider using a personal interest that 

lends itself to research (e.g., education, the environment, movies, new technologies, nutrition, 

politics, the business of sports) or an issue that has recently generated public interest or 

controversy (e.g., immigration policy, global warming, stern cell research, terrorism). 

Teachers understand the importance of choosing an appropriate topic for a research 

paper. When freedom of choice is permitted, students are commonly required to submit 

topics to the instructor for approval early in the research project. If your campus has a writing 

center, find out how to make use of the resources there. It is preferable to contact the writing 

center in the early stages of your project. 

1.1.2 Finding an Appropriate Focus 

 As you choose a topic, remember the time allotted to you and the expected length of 

the research paper. "International politics in the modern age" would obviously be too broad a 

subject for a ten-page term paper. You may prefer to begin with a fairly general topic and 

then to refine it, by thought and research, into a more specific one that can be fully explored. 

Try to narrow your topic by focusing on an aspect of the subject or an approach to it. A 

student initially interested in the general subject of "violence in the media" might decide, 

after careful thought and reading, to write on "the effects of cartoon violence on preschool 

children." Likewise, an interest in architecture could lead to a focus on the design and 

construction of domes, which could in turn be narrowed to a comparison between the ancient 

Roman dome and the modern geodesic dome. 

Preliminary reading is essential as you evaluate and refine topics. Consult, in print 

and electronic form, general reference works, such as encyclopaedias, as well as articles and 

books in the areas you are considering You can also refine your topic by doing subject 

searches in reference databases and in online catalogues and through Internet search tools. 
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Such preliminary reading and searches will also let you know if enough work has been done 

on the subject to permit adequate research and whether the pertinent source materials are 

readily accessible. 

Selecting an appropriate topic is seldom a simple matter. Even after you discover a 

subject that attracts your interest, you may well find yourself revising your choice, modifying 

your approach, or changing topics altogether after you have begun research. 

1.1.3 Summing Up 

 Give yourself plenty of time to think through and rethink your choice of a topic. 

 Look for a subject or an issue that will continue to engage you throughout research 

and writing.  

 Consult library materials and other print and electronic information resources to refine 

the topic and to see if sufficient work has been done on the subject to make it a viable 

topic for the research paper.  

 Before settling on a final topic, make sure you understand the amount and depth of 

research required and the type and length of paper expected. 

 If you encounter problems at any point in the project, do not hesitate to consult your 

instructor, whether to clarify the assignment or to get help in choosing, developing, or 

researching a topic or in preparing the paper. A campus writing centre can be a useful 

resource. 

Selecting a Topic: Research Methodology 

1.1.4  Selecting a Topic and Preparing a Thesis Statement 

According to experienced researchers, selecting a topic is the most difficult thing 

in research. Selection of a suitable topic demands a thorough knowledge of the subject which 

many scholars gain only through experience. The more one knows about the particular field 

of study, the easier it becomes to recognize the problems in that field. Anderson points out, 

In fact, the first question examiners usually considered while marking a thesis is: 

 Does it make a contribution to knowledge in this field?    

Phrased another way this question becomes: 

 Was there a problem to be investigated and did the thesis attempt to solve this 

problem? 

 

1.1.5  Sources for Problems for Investigation 

One of the easiest means to find out problems for research is to refer the matter to 

those who are familiar with the cutting edge of research. The research fellows and the 

professors guiding them are rich sources for research problems. Anderson says that research 
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problems are like "Gorgon's head". The more the problems we investigate, the more they 

emerge. 

 A study of scholarly journals and magazines will enable us to update our ideas about 

the problems that are being pursued at the Scholars level in various forms of research. 

 Publications such as Dissertation Abstracts provide us with summaries of doctoral 

dissertations submitted at leading universities. The summaries give us indications 

about topics useful for future research. 

 

1.1.6 Criteria for Selecting a Topic 

The scholar has to ask a number of questions about the topic he has provisionally 

selected for research. 

 Is there proper supervision available? 

The question may appear absurd when we do research in an institution where the 

latest facilities are available. Nevertheless, it is worth asking, as the number of 

efficient supervisors is steadily decreasing because of the increasing tendencies 

to specialize in specific areas. 

 

 Does the topic really interest you? 

If the scholar is not interested in the topic selected, he may not, most 

probably, complete it. If the topic is not interesting to the researcher, research 

becomes a painful task. 

 

 Can the topic be completed in time? 

The topic selected by the scholar must be feasible. The scholar should be aware of the 

limitations of time, when he undertakes task of studying a particular subject. 

 

 Is the necessary equipment available? 

Sometimes expensive equipment may be necessary for research. Before undertaking 

such projects, it is advisable to verify the availability of equipment. 

 

 Are subjects available? 

Cooperation of subjects is necessary for testing. Where such subjects are not 

available, research will not progress. Hence, it is better for the scholar to verify the 

availability of subjects. 

 

 Are library facilities sufficient? 

Library facilities are essential for literary Research and a Topic becomes unsuitable, if 

library sources are insufficient.  Some writers for instance may make it a condition 

that particular book they have written must not be published during their lifetime. No 

researcher can successfully undertake a study of the works of such writers. 
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 Is the problem a significant one? 

Is the topic worth the time and money spent? This question can be answered only by 

the researcher. Anyway the researcher must try to find out a satisfactory answer to the 

question before venturing into research. 

 

1.1.7 Review of Literature 

 After selecting a particular topic for study, the scholar should go through the existing 

materials in that field. 

 Completely new and original problems are rare and Scholars must be careful not to 

replicate a work already done. 

 Once we decide the topic, it is essential to review the work already done in that field. 

 This is called review of literature and this should find a place in the dissertation as a 

part of the introductory chapter 

 A good review explicates the relation between the present study and the existing 

studies. 

 

1.1.8 Preparing a Thesis Statement 

When the scholar has finished the collection, evaluation and analysis of materials, he 

has to think about the thesis statement. 

Framing a thesis statement will give appearance and unity to the ideas in the mind of 

the scholar. It will formulate both the topic and the point of view of the scholar and will give 

a concrete shape to the abstract ideas in his mind. A good thesis statement is an answer to the 

central problem raised in the thesis and shows the scholar where exactly the research is 

proceeding. 

Writing the thesis statement is not an easy task. Scholars often write many thesis 

statements and select one. And this stage, it is better to consult your supervisor for guidance 

because writing the statement may even drastically alter the focus of the thesis. Joseph 

Gibaldi points out the importance of two factors in the writing of a thesis statement.  These 

are the 'Scholar's purpose' and 'audience'. 

Purpose 

 

What is the purpose of the study? Is it an explanation of a problem or an argument 

about a certain point of view? Does the researcher want to persuade the readers to do or 

believe something? 

Audience 

What is the nature of the audience the scholar is addressing? Are they specialists in 

the area? Are they in agreement with the scholar or are they likely to disagree? What is their 

level of interest in the subject? 
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The answers to the above questions will decide to a large measure the point of view 

adopted by the scholar. Moreover, the answers will have a direct impact on the thesis 

statement and also on the final outline of the thesis itself. 

Requirements of the Assistance of the Supervisor 

Many supervisors want the Scholars to submit the thesis statement for approval an 

year before the thesis is due. If the scholar experiences any difficulty in writing the statement 

he can seek the help of the supervisor. The supervisor can assist the scholar to frame a 

suitable thesis statement. 

Basic requirements for a thesis statement: 

 It States the topic of the thesis. 

 It conveys the purpose of the thesis. 

 It indicates the focus. 

 It uses a specific language. 
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1.2 Compiling a Working Bibliography 

Bibliography is an essential part of the research process. It emerges as we search 

for sources. A working Bibliography is the first list of useful sources we prepare. This list is a 

constantly changing one. As we get information about new sources, it can be added to 

the bibliography. 

Preliminary reading of indexes and bibliographies, and general and particular works 

on the author and subject will provide a tentative Bibliography. Almost every book or article 

we read may contain a list of the books or articles the author had consulted, and these books 

and articles may be included in our working bibliography. 

We can add or drop sources as we try to fine-tune the research question. A working 

Bibliography is never complete. The final list of works cited at the end of the thesis evolves 

from the working bibliography. 

A working bibliography can be prepared on 3 by 5 inch note-cards or on a computer. 

We have to be careful to write only one source per card. In the computer too, we have to take 

care to separate one entry from the other. 

As researchers, we must take care to note down the details of a source immediately, if 

we feel that it is useful in our study. Depending on the documentation style used in this study, 

all the relevant details must be noted. A little caution at this stage will save us from a number 

of problems at the finishing stage of the study. 

1.2.1 Keeping Track of Sources 

As you discover information and opinions on your topic, you should keep track of 

sources that you may use for your paper. A record of such sources is called a working 

bibliography. Your preliminary reading will probably provide the first titles for this list. 

Other titles will emerge when you consult reference works and the library's central catalogue 

and when you explore the Internet. If you read carefully through the bibliography and notes 

of each work you consult, more often than not you will discover additional important sources. 

Your working bibliography will frequently change during your research as you add titles and 

eliminate those that do not prove useful and as you probe and emphasize some aspects of 

your subject in preference to others. The working bibliography will eventually evolve into the 

list of works cited that appears at the end of the research paper. 

1.2.2 Creating a Computer File for the Working Bibliography 

A computer is particularly useful for compiling the working bibliography. Create a 

computer file for this purpose, and enter full information about sources into the file as you 

proceed with your research. Whenever you wish to add new works to the list, to remove 

works you no longer think helpful, or to correct entries already stored, you retrieve the file, 
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make the changes, and save the revised file for future use. As you research, you can arrange 

and rearrange your sources however you wish (e.g., in alphabetical order, in chronological 

order by date of publication, in order of relevance to your topic); you can also divide sources 

into groups (e.g., those already consulted and those not yet consulted, those most useful and 

those less so). At any point, you can print the file to review it or to use it for research. Since 

bibliographic information is essential to researching and writing the paper, be certain to save 

this file and to keep copies of it on paper and in a backup location. 

1.2.3 Recording Essential Publication Information 

When you 'add sources to your working bibliography, be sure you enter all the 

publication information needed for the works-cited list. The information to be recorded 

depends on the kind of source used. See chapter 5 for complete guidelines on compiling the 

works-cited list of the research paper. 

1.2.4 Noting Other Useful Information 

Besides the data needed for the works-cited list, it is useful to add other information to 

items in the working bibliography. For example, if you derive a source from a bibliographic 

work, record where you found the reference, in case you need to recheck it. Also note the 

library call number, the network address (URL), or other identifying information required to 

locate each work. The following entry in a working bibliography contains not only all the 

facts needed for the final bibliography (author's name, full title, and relevant publication 

information) but also information useful for research: the origin of the reference (the 

electronic database of the MLA International Bibliography) and the call number (PS374.D4 

M38 2000). You will delete reference origins and call numbers when you convert your 

working bibliography into the list of works cited.  

McCann, Sean. Gumshoe America: Hard-Boiled Crime Fiction and the Rise and Fall of New 

Deal Liberalism. Durham: Duke Up, 2000. [MLA Bib.; PS374.D4M38 2000] 

1.2.5 Verifying Publication Information 

Whenever you consult a source, carefully verify the publication facts against your 

records-eve~ if you have printed out or downloaded the data. Add any missing information 

that you will need for the works-cited list, and correct any part of your records that does not 

match the data obtained from the work itself. Recording and verifying all the information 

about your sources when you first consult them will spare you many last-minute problems 

and frustrations. 

1.2.6 Converting the Working Bibliography to the Works-Cited List 

Eventually, you will transform your working bibliography into a works cited list. If 

your working bibliography is in a computer file, edit the entries to remove unnecessary 
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information (e.g., origin of reference, call number), arrange them alphabetically by author 

and title the list "Works Cited" When you have finished the final draft of your paper, transfer 

the edited bibliography file to the end of the file containing the paper. 

1.2.7 Summing Up 

If compiled with care and attention, the working bibliography will be invaluable to 

you throughout the preparation of your paper. It will, on the one hand, function as an efficient 

tool for finding and acquiring information and ideas and, on the other, provide all the data 

you will need for your list of works cited. 
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1.3 Evaluating Sources 

All researchers, students as well as professional scholars, need to assess the quality of 

any work scrupulously before using and citing it. Students writing their first research papers 

often find it difficult to evaluate sources. Not all sources are equally reliable or of equal 

quality. In reading and evaluating potential sources, you should not assume that something is 

truthful or trustworthy just because it appears in print or is on the Internet. Some material 

may be based on incorrect or outdated information or on poor logic, and the author's 

knowledge or view of the subject may be biased or too limited. Weigh what you read against 

your own knowledge and intelligence as well as against other treatments of the subject. Focus 

particularly on the authority, accuracy, and currency of the sources you use. Following are 

some criteria to keep in mind when you evaluate sources. If you have doubts about a source, 

your instructor or a librarian can probably help you. 

1.3.1 Authority 

Peer Review 

Most scholarly journals and academic book publishers are committed to a policy of 

consultant review-commonly referred to by scholars as "peer review." In peer review, 

publishers seek the advice of expert readers, or referees, before considering a manuscript for 

publication. Each consultant reads the work and sends the publisher a report evaluating the 

manuscript and, in general, either recommending or not recommending it for publication. 

Readers comment on such matters as the importance of the subject, the originality and 

soundness of the argument, the accuracy of the facts, and the currency of the research. At 

most scholarly journals and presses, moreover, there is also an editorial board that similarly 

reviews the manuscript, along with the readers' reports, before deciding whether to publish 

the work. Thus, a manuscript submitted to a refereed publication must undergo rigorous 

scrutiny before it is published. 

Internet Sources 

Assessing Internet resources is a particular challenge. Whereas the print publications 

that researchers depend on are generally issued by reputable publishers, like university 

presses, that accept accountability for the quality and reliability of the works they distribute, 

relatively few electronic publications currently have comparable authority. Some Internet 

publications are peer-reviewed, but many are not. Online materials are often self-published, 

without any outside review.  

What to Look For 

In evaluating any source, print or electronic, look especially for information on the 

following aspects. The following figure shows how these considerations apply to a specific 

Web site. 
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Author 

When we consult a printed book or article, we expect to find prominently displayed 

the name of the author of the work. Whenever you consult a source, print or electronic, make 

sure that the author of the document or the person or group responsible for the publication or 

site is identified. Once you establish authorship, consider the authoritativeness of the work. 

Publications sometimes indicate an author's credentials in the field by including relevant 

biographical information (e.g., professional title or affiliation, list of publications or other 

accomplishments). On the Web, you may find the author's credentials by following a link to a 

home page or to a page (labelled, e.g., "About Us") that lists personnel responsible for the 

site. You can also search the Internet and other sources to find information about an author. 

For example, if you are evaluating a book, you might consult Book Review Index and Book 

Review Digest to see how experts in the field of study received this book and any others by 

the author.: "  

Text 

If you are working with historical documents or literary texts that exist in various 

versions, make certain you use reliable editions. For example, versions of Shakespeare's plays 

published during his lifetime and shortly after his death sometimes differ drastically. The task 

of a modern scholarly editor is to compare, analyze, and evaluate these variations and 

produce an edition that is as historically authoritative as possible. Therefore, if you want to 

use, say, an electronic text of a Shakespeare play, look for one that, at a minimum, clearly 

states who the editor of the text is and when the electronic edition was published or identifies 

the printed source that was the basis for the electronic version. 

Editorial policy 

Take note of the entire work or site you are using even if you are interested only in a 

particular document within it. In a journal or at a Web site, look for a statement of mission or 

purpose as well as for evidence that the document underwent consultant review (e.g., the 

listing of an editorial board).  

Publisher or sponsoring organization 

Like the name of the author, the name of the publisher is normally evident in print 

publications. Similarly, the name of the publisher or sponsoring organization of a Website 

should be clearly stated, preferably with access to information about the organization (e.g., 

through a prompt such as "About the Project"). An element at or near the end of the domain 

name (e.g., the .org in "www.npr.org") may indicate the kind of organization from which a 

Web site emanates-for example, a commercial enterprise (com), an educational institution 

(edu), a government agency (gov), or a not-for-profit organization (org). There is no 

guarantee that material from, say, an .edu site is reliable; such a site probably includes 

unsupervised personal pages as well as peer-reviewed scholarly projects. Nonetheless, 
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knowing the organization involved might help you evaluate potential usefulness or 

shortcomings. For instance, many .com sites offer helpful information, but some are no more 

than advertisements, such as a book company's lavish praise for books that it publishes. 

1.3.2 Accuracy and Verifiability 

If you are evaluating scholarly material, check to see that the work's sources are 

indicated, so that its information can be verified. The sources probably appear in a list of 

works cited. The titles in the list might also tell you something about the breadth of the 

author's knowledge of the subject and about any possible bias. A Web publication might 

supply hyper textual links to the sources. Note, too, whether the document or site gives an e-

mail address or otherwise tells how you can ask the author or sponsoring organization for 

further information or clarification. 

1.3.3 Currency 

The publication date of a print source suggests how current the author's scholarship is. 

Although online documents and sites have the potential for continual updating, many remain 

in their original states and, depending on the subject, may be out-of-date. When considering 

any resource, be sure at least one date is assigned to it. Several dates are sometimes listed for 

an electronic publication. For example, if a document on the Web had a previous print 

existence, there could be the date of print publication as well as the date of electronic 

publication. In addition, there might be the date when the material was last revised or 

updated. Ideally, a document should record all dates of publication and revision Finally, 

scrutinizing the publication dates of works cited in the text also reveals the currency of its 

scholarship. 

1.3.4 Summing Up  

 Evaluate all sources you use for your research. Focus on the authority, accuracy, and 

currency of the sources. Consider such questions as the following:  

 Who is the author of the work, and what are the author's credentials for writing and 

publishing this work?  

 When judged against your previous reading and your understanding of the subject, is 

the information furnished by the author correct?  Is the argument presented logically 

and without bias? 

 Are the author's sources clearly and adequately indicated, so that they can be verified? 

 Are the author's sources current, or are they outdated? 

 Who is the publisher, or what is the sponsoring organization, of the work? 

 Is the work peer-reviewed-that is, has it been read and recommended for publication 

by experts? 
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